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On January 5, 

Anderson Hospital will 

celebrate 40 years of 

service to this 

community.  On that day 

in 1977, the doors 

officially opened and 

staff were ready to accept 

patients.   In addition to 

the years of planning and 

building, staff were 

working prior to opening 

day to ready the way.  

One of those original 

staff members still enjoys 

working here today. 
Ella Ahrens, RN, began her career at Anderson on 

December 20, 1976, as an OB Nursery Nurse.   She 

described the days leading up to opening as exciting.  

“We cleaned, stocked our departments and even had 

scavenger hunts so staff could easily find their way 

around the hospital,” she explained.  “It was the first 

and only time that all the staff of Anderson Hospital 

had Christmas Day vacation!”   The OB Department 

was located on the second floor 

right above the main entrance 

featuring beautiful skylights 

which flooded the nursey with 

natural light.  Ella said she 

wishes she could go back and 

visit that space one more time, 

thinking how small it was 

compared to the Pavilion for 

Women of today.   
Ella had the privilege of caring 

for the very first baby born here 

17 minutes after midnight on 

January 7th, 1977.  Jennifer 

Shadwick, was born to Kathy 

and Garry Shadwick of Troy, 

Illinois.  “I remember being 

given a flashlight to use the 

restroom because some of the 

electricity was not yet hooked up,” reminisced Mrs. 

Shadwick during an interview in 1997.  “And the 

cafeteria had not been finished, so hospital food was 

not an option.”   
In the past 40 years, Ella has since played a 

nursing role in all aspects of the obstetrics 

department.  “I’ve worked in the nursery, labor and 

delivery, postpartum, even made a home visit,” said 

Ella.  “I’ve come full circle.  I’m back in the Nursery 
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where I love it the most.”   Her 

love of working in the nursery 

was clearly visible as a new 

father rolled in his baby girl 

and Ella took over with her 

skills appearing second-nature.   
Think of all the life events 

that happen over 40 years.  

Ella was engaged, married, 

had children and even lost 

loved ones under her tenure at 

Anderson.  “Anderson has 

played a major part of my 

life,” she said.  “I am proud of 

our OB’s reputation in our 

community and even prouder 

of being a part of an amazing 

team of co-workers.”   
Joining Ella in the celebration 

of 40 years at Anderson 

Hospital will be Becky 

Durham,  Patient Financial 

Services, who started in 

January 1977; Mary Jo 

Kampwerth, Health 

Information Services; who 

started in March 1977; Sandy 

Riley, Nursing Administration; 

who started in May 1977; and 

Kat Bean, Materials 

Management, who started in 

August 1977.   Each has a 

story to tell and we’ll learn 

more about their experience 

over the past 40 years in 

newsletters to come.  In the 

meantime, take a stroll down 

memory lane by reading the 

very first “Report to the 

Community” published in 

December 1977.   
    



Page 3 

 REPORT TO THE COMMUNITY 1977 



Page 4 

 REPORT TO THE COMMUNITY 1977 



Page 5 

 REPORT TO THE COMMUNITY 1977 



Page 6 

 NEWS FROM OUR HEALTHCARE PARTNERS 

Focused on Supporting Education 
in the Community 
 
By Amy Roller 
Development Coordinator 
Community Hospital of Staunton  
 

Community Hospital of Staunton recently became a 

sponsor for the Macoupin County Creating 

Entrepreneurial Opportunities (CEO) program, 

which is an effort to show high school juniors and 

seniors what it takes to develop a viable business in 

their communities. Students in this program do much 

more than watch how other businesses function, they 

are required to start their own businesses. Students 

are given the opportunity to work with a mentor 

from the local business community. They come up 

with an idea for a new business, develop a business 

plan, then make that business plan a reality.  
  

The CEO program expands the scope of a high 

school education. It teaches students, not only how 

to support themselves through their own business, it 

gives them the knowledge of what it takes to operate 

a business in the town in which they live. We can 

think of no better way to help a town retain the 

children it paid so much to educate, and, at the same 

time, give them hands-on experience in what it takes 

to start a business, which, eventually, could create 

more jobs in our community.   
 

Above:  Community Hospital 
of Staunton CEO, Sue 
Campbell (standing) talking 
to the group. 
 
Left:  Program participants 
from Staunton High School.    
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 BUILDING BETTER HEALTHCARE TOGETHER 

Anderson Medical Group is excited to announce the arrival of OB/GYN, Dr. 

Erin Wright!  Dr. Wright has joined the practice of Dr. Patrice L. Staten and is 

located in Suite 105 within Hospital Entrance 2.    
Dr. Wright was born in Richmond, Virginia and lived in Virginia, North Caro-

lina, and Florida. She completed her undergraduate studies at Duke University 

where she received a Bachelor of Arts degree in English. After completing post

-baccalaureate studies, she earned her Medical Degree from the University of 

Chicago-Pritzker School of Medicine. She completed her residency training at 

Rutgers University-New Jersey Medical School and was in private practice in 

Atlanta, Georgia prior to relocating to Southwest Illinois.  
Dr. Wright's interest in OB/GYN stems largely from her experiences overseas 

working with underserved women with limited resources. She believes that 

educating women about their own health is of paramount importance and 

greatly enjoys this aspect of medicine.  
Outside of the office and hospital, Dr. Wright enjoys traveling, baking, skiing, 

volunteering, mentoring, and serving as an advocate for the Be the Match/

National Marrow Donor Program. She also enjoys attending various sporting 

events and cheering loudly for the Blue Devils!  

Dr. Erin Wright 

Maryville Imaging welcomes a couple new em-

ployees and anxiously awaits the arrivals of em-

ployees that are expecting! 
Left to right are: 
 
New patient access Staff: Tina Brandt 
Expecting in January:  Bonnie Von Bokel 
New pre-cert Staff: Ashley Tebbe 
Expecting twins very soon: Megan Boatright 
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STAFF NEWS 

Look Who Retired this Year! 

Julie Williams Housekeeping 1/8 

Dellane Burke RN, Cardiopulmonary Rehab 1/20 

Pam Pelot RNFA Team Leader 1/22 

Deborah Slemer Rehab Services 1/29 

Sue Newton RN 4/28 

Linda Burke Food Service 4/30 

Barb Ingram Unit Secretary 5/24 

Marlene Luitjohan Medical Technologist 5/27 

Trudy Jennings ExpressCare 6/2 

Connie Balsai Housekeepking 6/9 

Carol Hood Pavilion for Women 6/12 

Marie Hawkins Home Health 8/13 

Marilyn McMillan Outpatient Coder 11/2 

Cindy Wood HIM 11/12 

Sonnie Stalker Diabetes Educator 12/8 

Kim Perry Surgery Director 12/9 

Jayme Wagner RN 12/23 

Michael Range CardioPulmonary Director 12/31 
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YOU MAKE A DIFFERENCE 

Local Heart Attack Patient  
Grateful to be Alive 

Edwardsville resident, Glen Kotkiewicz, recently sur-

vived what’s often called a “Widowmaker” heart at-

tack.  This term is used because the left main coro-

nary, and/or the left anterior descending supply blood 

to large areas of the heart. This means that if these 

arteries are abruptly and completely occluded it will 

cause a massive heart attack that will likely lead to 

sudden death.  
As you can see from these before and after pictures of 

Glen’s heart, he is one lucky guy. 

Glen knows he is one lucky guy and wanted to per-

sonally say thanks to those who helped him survive 

this attack.   
Glen and his wife, Holly, stopped by the December 

14th EMS Run Review to thank the “Bravo Team” of 

Edwardsville EMS, Pam Phillips, RN, of the ER and 

Bill Rodgers, RN, Director of the Chest Pain Center. 

 
Bride Shows Thanks In Unique 

Way 
You've heard of Secret Santa... but have you heard 

of "Secret Bride?" Well a "sort of secret" bride just 

shared the beauty of her flowers with us at Ander-

son Hospital as a way to say thanks for the care we 

provided a loved one in the past. Staff were delighted 

to see small bouquets of pink roses and hydrangeas 

throughout the hospital with a sweet card telling all to 

simply "Smile."  



For info, Contact Lori St. John, Foundation Events Manager, at 618-391-6426 


